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      About Our District          ñLittle Town, Big Heart ò 

Location 

Toolamba is a small town situated in the Goulburn Valley region of Victoria, Australia. 

The town and district is located in the City of Greater Shepparton area ï a short 181 

kilometres north of Melbourne. 

Transport 

Major transport routes that link to Toolamba through the Goulburn Valley region include 

the Goulburn Valley Highway and the Midland Highway. Passenger rail and coach 

services are provided from Melbourne to Shepparton.  

Climate 

The district has a warm climate with hot summers but cold winters. The hottest summer 

month is January, when the average temperature reaches 29.6C. In winter, the weather 

becomes coldest in July when the minimum averages 3.0C and the maximum reaches 

13.0C. 

The rainfall in the district is usually fairly sparse. The area generally does not receive 

high rainfalls throughout the year. Even the wettest month, July, averages only 48.9mm.  
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In the Beginningé 

The Birth of Toolamba District. 

The Toolamba District was inhabited by aboriginal groups prior to European settlement. 

In 1844 Toolamba - or Innes Station as it was formerly known - was part of the Wanalta Run in 

North Central Victoria with David Norman Innes as the first licensee. He selected 87,801 acres on 

which he ran 6,000 sheep. Innes also selected Waranga and Wanalta, which covered 51,840 acres 

and 61,817 acres, respectively.  

Henry & Patrick Stevenson took over Toolamba and Wanalta selections in 1846. The license for 

these selections was later transferred to Patrick Stevenson in 1860. 

 In 1857 the Winter brothers arrived in the Goulburn Valley, and by 1863 they had control of 323,000 

acres of prime grazing land in the Toolamba District. 

The Lands Acts of 1862 and 1865 allowed for the purchase of 160 acre lots at £1 per acre under 

certificate, provided that £1 was spent on improvements on each lot. These Acts effectively allowed 

the breakup of the selections. 

Waranga was created as a Road District in June 1863 and Toolamba became part of that district in 

February 1865. The Shire of Waranga was created to take over the Road District in November 

1865. 

The original Township of Toolamba was established along the Murchison ï Mooroopna Road in 

what is now Old Toolamba. A Post Office was opened here on 1st January 1873. 

The district had a railway station located on the Goulburn Valley railway line that was opened in 

1880, but was closed to traffic in 1987. The rail line has a junction at Toolamba which links to the 

line to Echuca. 
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At the 2011 census, Toolamba and the surrounding area had a population of 752, including 19 residents who 

identified with being Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander. The median age of people living in the Toolamba 

ABS region was 38. Children in the 10-14 age bracket were the most heavily represented group in the 

Toolamba community, comprising 9.6% of the population, compared to 6.1% for Australia as a whole.  The 80 

to 84 year old age group is the most under- represented. There were 217 families in Toolamba in 2011 

comprising of 110 families with children, 84 couples without children and 21 one-

parent families. The median weekly household income was $1,437, which was 

slightly below the national average. The labour force in 2011 was 408 comprising 

of 236 employed full-time, 131 employed part-time and 41 unemployed/away from 

work. The occupations of the district comprises of managers (71), labourers (58), 

technicians and trade workers (67), clerical and administrative workers (42), 

professionals (58), sales workers (32), machinery operators and drivers (26), and 

community and personal services (27). The unemployment rate at the time of the 

2011 census (3.9%) was well below the national average of 5.4%. Finally, residents of Toolamba were 

predominantly born in Australia, with England, Italy, Greece, India and Japan also being represented. 
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Community organisations  

The Toolamba District is supported by a variety of community based organisations and committees such 

as Lions, Cricket Club, Fishing Club, CFA and the Recreation Reserve Committee. Toolamba also offers 

a modern Primary School and Kindergarten. 

 

Business 

Toolamba is primarily an agricultural district with activities such as fruit and vegetable growing, dairy 

farming, cropping, wool growing, and cattle & sheep grazing. Water for irrigation is sourced from Lake 

Eildon and the Goulburn Weir. Many local residents work in nearby towns such as Tatura, Mooroopna 

and Shepparton. Currently the town has a general store and a hotel.  

 

Toolamba & District Community Plan 2016   6 



 

Our Values and Principles  
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The Toolamba and District Community Plan is for residents who live, work or play in 

our area. We believe the principles and values of Toolamba and District are 

reflected in our community plan. They include: 

�x Toolamba is a healthy community and is a living democracy. 

�x In order to achieve results, Toolamba and district includes people working 

together to address issues that matter to them. 

�x Results will be achieved by the Toolamba and District community working in 

partnership and cooperatively with any organisation external to our community 

who can contribute to improving our quality of life. 

�x In developing and implementing our actions, the Toolamba and District 

Community Plan will at all times respect the views and appreciate the effort of 

every resident.  

�x Our aim is to develop our community through creative thinking and actions 

that benefit the Toolamba district 

�x Our community plan seeks to coordinate the Toolamba district to identify, 

promote and enhance the distinctive character of the Toolamba district and to 

seek solutions that suit our community. 

 


