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1. PURPOSE

To provide Council with a policy framework to provide clear instruction on how an
annual rate rebate is applied to properties with a registered Trust for Nature
Conservation Covenant under section 169 (1)(b) and (c) of the Local Government
Act 1989. The policy also defines the required criteria to be eligible for the rebate.

2. OBJECTIVE

The rebate is offered to recognise and support landowners of private land that
voluntarily agree to protect and conserve land with natural, cultural or scientific
value through a Trust for Nature Conservation Covenant

3. SCOPE

This policy applies to all privately owned land that is covered by a Trust for Nature
Conservation Covenant within the municipality.

This policy outlines the method of calculation for the rebate and the minimum and
maximum rebate that can be applied.

4. DEFINITIONS

Reference term Definition

Conservation Covenant Restricts activities that may damage native
habitat on the land such as clearing,

intensive farming or subdivision. Placed on
a property title, does not have to cover the

entire parcel of land.

General Rates Excludes:
e Service rates or service charges
e Special rates or special charges

e State Government charges.

Municipal Charge Annual charge declared by Council under
Section 159 of the Local Government Act
1989.
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Service Rates or Service

Charges

Service rate or an annual service charge or
any combination of such a rate or charge
declared under Section 162 of Local
Government Act 1989 for any of the
following services:
e Waste, recycling or resource
recovery

e Any other prescribed service.

Special Rates and Special
Charges

Special rate or charge or any combination of
both declared under Section 163 of Local
Government Act 1989 for any of the
following services:
e Defraying any expenses
e Repaying (with interest) any advance
made to or debt incurred or loan

raised by the Council

In relation to the performance of a function
or the exercise of a power of the Council
which Council considers is or will be of

special benefit to the persons required to

pay.

5. POLICY

5.1 Eligibility

To be eligible for the rebate outlined within this policy a property must

a. Be rateable land under Section 154 of the Local Government Act

1989. The rebate will not apply to land such as Council freehold

land or land owned by State Government Authorities.

b. Privately owned and be within the boundaries of Greater

Shepparton City Council.

c. Have a registered Conservation Covenant with Trust for Nature

on title.
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5.2 Calculating the rebate

The rebate will be calculated per rating period:

a. At $20.00 per hectare of land covered by the Conservation
Covenant with the minimum rebate applied of $100.00 and a
maximum rebate of $500.00

b. Rebate to be applied to General Rates and/or Municipal
Charge. The rebate will not apply to service rates and charges,
special rates and charges or State Government charges.

c. Annually and applied once rates and charges have been
generated each financial year

d. Onland as advised by Trust for Nature to have a Conservation
Covenant within the boundaries of Greater Shepparton City
Council.

6. RELATED POLICIES
e Revenue and Rating Plan

7. RELATED LEGISLATION

e Local Government Act 1989
e Victorian Conservation Trust Act 1972

8. REVIEW

Council may review this policy at any time but unless otherwise requested by 30
June following a general Council election.

Minor amendments to the policy may be authorised by the Chief Executive Officer
at any time where such changes so not alter the substance of the policy

DOCUMENT REVISIONS

Version # Date Adopted Date Effective

1 27 May 2025 1 July 2025
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