






















































































Community Information Night

Toolamba Sewerage
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– Welcome

– Introduction of Special Guests & Speakers

– Format of Information Session
• Intention of information session- Chris

• Strategic planning background- Jeremy

• Status of Rea development  proposal- Gary

• The sewer concept for Rea development- Chris

• Waste Water Management Strategy- Lisa

• Township Sewerage Schemes- Bruce

• Further Questions and Answers

• Tea & Coffee
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– Intention of this information session
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• The Pathway to Future Sewerage Reticulation of The 
Existing Township.
– Tonight you will be given an update on the strategic planning 

that Council has undertaken in relation to Toolamba and the 
proposed development by Stuart Rea that will be sewered.

– Stuart Rea recognises and accepts that Toolamba is not high on 
either Council’s or GVW’s priority list in terms of being “ready to 
go” as a candidate for funding from sources such as “Small Town 
Water Quality Fund”.

– However, given the significant commitment by the Developer to 
fund the sewerage infrastructure for his own development, it is 
considered that it is important for the Toolamba Community to 
be informed  about and understand the accepted  pathway to 
be considered for future funding assistance to enable the 
existing Township, should they so decide, to also become 
sewered.

– This Information Night is intended to inform you about the 
pathway for the existing Township to become considered for 
future funding assistance for sewerage. 
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– Jeremy Addison from Council’s Planning 
Department to talk about the Strategic Planning to 
date in relation to the future development of 
Toolamba.
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Greater Shepparton Housing Strategy
• Completed May 2011

• Currently being 
incorporated into Planning 
Scheme

• Guiding housing 
development to 2031:
– Settlement Boundary

– Location of different types of 
housing

– Timing of new development

– Providing other needs of 
residents (open space, 
transport, community 
facilities, etc)
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Greater Shepparton Housing Strategy
Toolamba

• Currently 109 houses – town 
& acre lots

• Current potential for 16 more 
houses

• Existing character & facilities

• New Settlement Boundary:
– Potential Low Density

– Potential Rural Living

– Investigation Area No. 6

– Long Term Future Growth

• Planned for 200+ more houses 
(no sewer).  More with sewer
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– Gary Steigenberger from Chris Smith & Associates  
to talk about the planning status of Stuart Rea’s 
proposed development. 
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– The Greater Shepparton Housing Strategy – “the 
Strategy” - “recognises that Toolamba is in a 
unique position as it is the only small town in the 
municipality which will have a dedicated freeway 
interchange as part of the Goulburn Valley 
Highway Bypass.  This, together with the 
development of the Goulburn Valley Freight 
Logistics Centre at Mooroopna will present a very 
attractive opportunity for future residential 
development of the town”
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– The Rea property - on the south western 
periphery of town - has been identified in the 
Strategy as a future township expansion 
“investigation area”.  The soon to be Gazetted 
Planning Scheme states: 

Investigation area 6- Toolamba: The area is located 
on the south west of the existing township. The 
density of residential development will be 
dependent on the outcome of current investigations 
into the provision of sewerage to the land.  In the 
absence of sewerage, the density of future 
development will be dependent on Land Capability 
Assessment.

Herdstown Pty Ltd                                         1019/04/2012



Herdstown Pty Ltd                                         

This diagram has been extracted from The 
Greater Shepparton Housing Strategy

The Rea land is included in 
the Greater Shepparton 
Housing Strategy as 
“Investigation Area 6”

Toolamba
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– Since the strategy was adopted by the Council, 
Chris Smith & Associates has been working on 
preparing  a development proposal for the Rea 
land by carrying out the “specialist/background” 
studies that are required to support the 
application, including:

• Soil contamination assessment to ensure the site is fit 
for a “sensitive use”

• Flora & Fauna assessment to identify the ecological 
values on the site and how they may be retained

• Cultural Heritage Management Plan to ensure that 
there are no archaeological sites on the land 
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– We have also been in discussion with VicRoads to 
discuss how the proposed development would 
interface with and make provision for the future 
freeway.  

– We have held preliminary discussions with service 
provider authorities about how the proposed 
development could be serviced with utilities such 
as power, drainage and, of course, we have been 
in discussion with Goulburn Valley Water about 
servicing the development with reticulated water 
and sewerage.
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– Our discussions with GVW have determined that it is 
physically possible to service the land with reticulated 
sewer by constructing a sewer rising main back to the 
Tatura Waste Water Management Plant.  

– GVW has confirmed that the Tatura Plant has the 
capacity to accept the additional sewage, thus an “in 
principle” agreement has been reached. 

– However, any proposal would be “developer funded.”

– We have investigated the possible routes for a 
sewerage rising main and estimated the associated 
costs.  Although it would take a significant investment, 
Stuart Rea has confirmed that he is prepared to fund 
bringing sewer to his development site.
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– Chris Smith from Chris Smith & Associates  to talk 
about the sewerage concept for Stuart Rea’s 
Proposed development. 
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• Statement of Commitment and Intent to 
Proceed

– Herdstown Pty Ltd (the development entity of 
which Stuart Rea is the Principal) is committed to 
developing land in Toolamba.

– The Developer acknowledges that reticulated 
sewerage is a fundamental requirement to the 
success of the project.
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– The sewerage strategy involves the construction 
of a pumping station on the Rea property along 
with a sewerage rising main that transports the 
sewage over a distance of approximately 12 
kilometres to discharge into the Tatura Waste 
Water Management Facility. 

– The Developer is committed to considerable start-
up costs estimated to be in excess of $2M to 
construct this infrastructure.
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TWWMF

PS

Possible RM Route Option 1

Possible RM Route Option 2

Some Sewer Rising Main Route Options
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Some Possible Benefitting Catchments

Proposed Herdstown development

Other Land Identified 
for Development

Existing Toolamba Township

Old Toolamba
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– Lisa Eade from Council’s Health Department to 
talk about Council’s Domestic Wastewater 
Management Plan  and how it relates to 
Toolamba.
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Wastewater Management

• Toolamba is listed as one of the 5 priority towns for sewerage needs 
assessments in Council’s Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 
adopted in 2008.

• This priority is based on:
– higher density of housing, 
– the number of smaller allotments under 1,000m2 and 
– the age of the septic tank systems.

• These factors can increase the chance of off-site wastewater 
discharges and restrict the opportunities for further 
development/extensions to existing houses.

• The future direction of the Council’s Domestic Wastewater 
Management Plan is for increased monitoring of septic tank 
systems. This could lead to maintenance costs to property owners, 
for example more regular septic tank desludged/ pump-out costs 
and system upgrade if required.
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– Bruce Hammond, General Manager Technical 
Services from Goulburn Valley Water to talk about 
Township Sewerage Schemes and some facts 
about the process.
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• Sewerage for Toolamba is not currently in GVW 
programs

• Herdstown not reliant on the Toolamba Township 
being sewered

• Proposed sewerage rising main an opportunity to 
sewer the existing township in future, but:

• Need for action still to be considered in detail

• All viable alternatives need to be considered – Council 
Domestic Wastewater Management Plan

• Community to be engaged in the process
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If Sewerage Preferred/Required
• Property owners to fund works

• Partial scheme options could be considered

• Limited Government subsidy opportunities
• Small Town Water Quality Fund – requires over 

70% customer support for scheme 

• GVW responsible servicing body

• Scheme by agreement, unless health/ 
environmental imperatives

• Subject to regulatory body approvals
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Indicative Scheme Costs (for guidance only)

• Capital cost per property:
• $25,000 if rising main provided by Herdstown

• $40,000 if rising main included in Toolamba 
scheme

• Connection (plumber) costs:
• $1,000 to $5,000 depending on fixtures and 

distance to sewer

• Annual servicing charge (2012/13):
• $420 per property
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